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hand, it was equally necessary to catch, up with the advanc-
ing nations of the West, to acquire the new techniques uf
thought, of organisation and of material advancement which
had made such phenomenal progress in the Western coun-
tries possible. A country, specially an ancient country like
India, cannot progress without a deep appreciation of its
ancient culture. The behaviour and attitudes of the people
of an ancient country like India are necessarily shaped, cons-
ciously or subconsciously, by age-old traditions and cul-
ture. No movement, however progressive, which does not
take account of such attitudes and norms has a chance of
success. At the same time, no country can live entirely in
its past, and also prosper in a fast moving world. Reviva-
lism, to the extent that it seeks to shut out the present and
go back entirely to past ways of life, is reactionary in cha-
racter and harmful in its effect.

It is in the context of this task of building a modern
India with her roots in the past, but her outlook and her
techniques tuned to the present and the future, that the con-
tribution of an outstanding personage like Romesh Dutt
should be judged. The Indian Renaissance had commenced
from the beginniag of the nineteenth century, and its direc-
tion was clear. The impact of the West, specially during
a period when the emphasis was on Reason, had given rise
to social movements against out-dated customs and prac-
tices and unreasoning prejudices which tended to inhibit the
healthy growth of society. In literature, there was almost
an outburst of new thoughts and modes of expression. Poli-
tical consciousness came later, but even in this field a dis-
tinct movement was discernible in the second half of the
nineteenth century. Romesh Dutt's contribution to the re-
naissance movement was many sided, but in his diverse ac-
tivities there was a common pattern, a common purpose.